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Comment on Lebanese (risis

The resiguation on 18 September of President el-Xkouri
of Lebamon and the appointment of Geseral Chehab, Comsander
in Chief of the Army, as temporary Chief of Etate and Priue
Minister have eased the political temsion in Beirut. Cor-
ruption at the top levels of the goverament was the basic
cause of the recurrest crises i lebason during the past
three months, and Khouri was the main target of opposition
elensnts,

For the presest Chehad, like Nagid in Egypt, appears to
hold the key to lLesbapon's political future. He is delieved
to bave most of the army behind him and he alsc bas substan-
tial support from opposition political lesnders. Early repcrts
from Beiruvt have emphasized that the coup is political and
sot silitary.

The new Chief of Htate, who is a Christian, is faced
with the problem of easing the Hoslem-Christiar tessios builti
up over the past weeks. iHe must also deal with Lebanese po-
litical lesders who are on record as stiroagly opposed to sy
silitary direction of civil matters. MNoreover, Chehad's past
friendahip with Khouri lends itself to sxploitation by possible
silitary and civilian oppopents. Chehal, or any succeeding
governmment leader, will also bhave to cepe with the basic eco-
pomie problems and the widespread corruption which caused
Fhouri's fall.
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